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MHLA EXECUZ UE - JUEs T Ey
Susan Rogers - President (945-5046) Pam Green - Secretary (788-6345)

Wendy Barber - Treasurer (787-3146) Barb Carstens - President - Elect (474-8171)

MHLA COMMITTEES
STANDING COMMITTEES

A/V INTEREST GROUP
Richard Nordrum (chair), Sharon Allentuck, Pat Hebert, Bernice Pratt,
Helene Proteau, Tim Spencer, Sonja Paas, Edith Konoplenko, Gwen Shorten
Myroslaw Tracz, Steve Sirkka
EXECUTIVE REP: Wendy Barber

CURRENT AWARENESS
Dallas Bagby
EXECUTIVE REP: Susan Rogers

MHO/MHLA CONFERENCE PLANNING
Sharon Allentuck, Kathy Eagleton (co-chairs)
EXECUTIVE REP: Susan Rogers

NOMINATIONS
Bev Brown (chair)
EXECUTIVE REP: Pam Green

PROGRAMME
- Judy Inglis (chair) Marilyn Brookel
EXECUTIVE REP: Barb Carstens

PUBLICATIONS

Kathie Gaudes (chair) Pat Hebert
EXECUTIVE REP: Wendy Barber

SERIALS HOLDINGS

Helene Proteau, Jill Brown (co-chairs) Barb Carstens, Susan Rogers, Bev Brown,
Pam Green, Kathy Eagleton.
EXECUTIVE REP: Pam Green

NORTH DAKOTA LIAISON
Dallas Bagby

N-LINE USERS GROUP
Michael Tennenhouse

SELECTED BOOK AND JOURNALS
Helene Proteau (chair)

TASK FORCE ON INFO HEALTH
Michael Tennerihouse (chair)

TASK FORCE ON HOSPITAL LIBRARY STANDARDS
Kathy Eagleton (chair), Ada Ducas, Sharon Allentuck, Dallas Bagby

TASK FORCE ON MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS
Ada Ducas (chair), Sharon Allentuck, Dallas Bagy



PRESIDENT'S
PEN.....
Cn behalf of syour Zxecutive, I hope that you've had a
happy, prosperous, =and healthy holiday season.

Over the past six months, MHLA has been involved in =
number of activities and brograms. Ve participated in
the 1988 FHO Conference on cuality assurance. Our library
session and book display were very well received. To all
our volunteers, thank you for your time and effort.

J
D

mlections are fast approaching. Very shortly, there will
a call for nominations. I+ you wish to run for office,
are approached to do so, please take +the opportunityv to
Ve your association. Nominations are open for Vice-
sident, Secretary, and Treasurer. It looks great on a
ume and I do hate elections by acclamation.

Ym o o

.o
ORI S¢
w o -

The lamitoba Associztion of Registered Kurses is considering
the possibility of closing its litrary as reported in the
Jecenber issue of NURSCEKRE. On behalfrof“iHLA, I wrote a letter
outlining our concerns with this course of action. A copy is
included in this issue of <he bnLA NEWS.

Joris Pritchard has submitted = proposal to the ianitoba

Zeritage Federation to index HLA's archives, minutes, and

résolutions. To date, thereiis no decision on the funding
reguest. T >

LA will be participatiﬁg with other Hanitoba library groups
in the LA Joint Spring Conference to be held #ay 5 and 6, 1989,
Flans are well underway and you'll get details at the February

meeting.
Just a .reminder: the February meeting is February 7, 1989 a4t
1 p.m. at. the ¥anitoba Department of Health Library. The

Spring meeting is April 25, 1989 at 1 p.m. at Deer Lodge.

~cpe tc see you soon. - ﬁ&}ﬁfbm41)
| oo

.



ASSOCLATION
NEWS...

SELECTED BOOKS & JOURNALS FOR MANITOBA HEALTH CARE FACILITIES

The following bibliographies are now available via the
Manitoba Health Libraries Association:

1988 ~Medicine $ 4.00
1987 Allied Health $ 4.00
1985 Basic Reference Sources
Long Term Geriatric Care $ 4.00
All sections from the 3 years $12.00

For further information contact Heélene Proteau,
at (204) 261-5843,

TO ORDER: Please circle the title of the section(s) you
are purchasing and make cheque or money order
to the Manitoba Health Libraries Association.

RETRUN TO: Manitoba Health Libraries Association
Selected Books and Journals (Hélene Proteau)
Box 232, Postal Station C
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3M 357

Cont )#LLL&QL o



TRAVEL SUBSIDY FOR RURAL MEMBERS

In  order to encourage active participation from outside the

greater Winnipeg area, the Manitoba Health Libraries Association
makes available a travel subsidy for rural members. The subsidy
provides a maximum of $25.00 towards the cost of transportation
to one MHLA meeting per year. To receive this subsidy, members
should submit travel/mileacge records to the
treasurer Wendy Barber For further
information contact at 787-.3416
MHLA HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
The MHLA Executive invites nominations for Honorary Life

Membership in the Association in accordance with Article 4 of the
MHLA Constitution as follows:

4.1 All MHLA personal and designated institutional members in
good standing may submit nominations for Honorary Life Membership
in the Association to the Executive Committee.

4.2 To be eligible for Honorary Life Membership in the
Association, a candidate. must have made a significant
contribution to the advancement of the Association, be at or near

retirement, and hold an institutional or personal membership in
the Association at the time of nomination.

Criteria for Awarding of Honorary Life Membership

4.3 All nominations must be made in writing to the Executive
Committee, and must be signed by a nominator and a seconder.

4.4 A statement of the candidates contributions to, and
activities within, the Association must be included.

4.5 Nominations will be considered by the Executive Committee,
"and the successful candidate must receive a minimum of +three
favorable votes of the Committee.

4.6 The conferring of the Honorary Life Membership in the

Association will be made by the. President at the Annual General
Meeting.



On April 27, 1988, the Manitoba Health Libraries Association presented honary life
memberships to Eleanor Kamyzsek and Doris Pritchard.

Eleanor Kamyzek was a founding member of the Assoication and present at the inaugral
meeting held at MARN on October 26, 1976. Her involvement however, goes back even
further, for she was present at one on the first informal meetihqs‘in 1974 as

a representative from Heritage Lodge where she Was working as an RN. She was
responsible for the October, 1976 proaram portion of the meeting held at Grace
Hospital. She was active in the preparation of "Selected Borks and Journals",as

she chaired the Long Term Care Committee for this publication. She chaired the
Publications Committee for 1980/81 and most recently co—chaired the A/V Interest

Group.

Doris Pritchard was also a foundina member of MHLA and present at the inaugral meeting.
She was if fact, the seconder of the motion to form this group. She was a very active
member of the Association. For many years she organized & maintained the Current
Awareness Service. She has been involved with numerous committees including: Elections,
MHO/MHIA Planning Committee and the Publications Committee. Significantly, she was
President of MHIA for our 10th Anniversary year. During this time, she wrote the most
recent history of the Association. Also, during her term as President, she instituted
the honorary life membership and provided the impetus for the application which
received the CHIA 10th Anniversary Award.

FORTHCOMING PROGRAMMES

Pebruary 7, 1989 Manitoba Health. Manitoba Community Services
1:00pm & Corrections. Anna E. Wells Memorial Library
202-820 Portage Ave.
" Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3G 0P1

Marilyn Brooke, Co-ordinator of Informational Resources

. . DECEMBER

April 25,1989 Deer Lodge Centre Library cwrl 3

1:00pm . 2109 Portage Ave. - i;gngmw
Winniveg,Manitoba g?iwﬂﬂg
R3J OL3 EDR v
Janis Saunders, Librarian Twoy

A : £'57;; J

; 135,591

MHLA NEWS DEADLINE........... SPRING ISSUE MARCH 31, 1989 2?2”?1:2?{5’70 "
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COANT .

MANTTCRA HEALTH ORGANIZATIONS I8,

T AN AL HEALTI CONFERESCE

November 2 - November 4, 1988
Winnipeg Convention Centre

THE FOLIOWING PRESFNTATIONS ARE AVAILABLE ON CASSETTES

Keynote Address "Quest For Quality"

Public Relations and
Health Care Fund Raising

Aids and Mministration

Quility Self-Talk

Quality Corporate Decision Making
Long Term Care Address

Creating Quality Programs
For Tulay's Older Person

FIDFR ARUSE:

What Do We Know?
What Arc We Doing?

CORE PRESENTATIONS
MHO 1 (wo1)
MHO 2A (W12)
MHO 2B

MO 3 (WO2D)
MK) 4A {W16)
MO 4R

MIO S (W13)
MHO 6 (TH17)
MIO 7A (TH33)
MI0 78

MO Y CrH21)
MHO 10A (TH29)
MHO 10B

MHO 11 (TH19)
MIO 127 (F43)
MIO 12B

Pramoting The Health
OF Crganizations

Balancing Optimal Quality And Cost

Community Health Centres -
Integration and Cooperation:

A Model For

Effective Health Care

TO ORDER BY MAIL:

1.

2.

Indicate the cassettes and quantity in the "QUANT." colum

Price: C-90 Cassettes $8.00/ea. + 7% P.S.T.

Hardling:

$1.50 per cassette up to 5 cassettes, for each

additional cassette, $0.25 per cassette.

Payment may be made by: NO C.0.D. ORDERS ACCEPTED

CHBQUE ( ) VISA ( )

MASTERCARD

(S

ACCOUNT NO.

Please send complete form with
payment to:

INLAND AUDIO VISUAL RENTAL LIMITED
1781 wWellington Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba

SPEAKERS

Stephen Lewis

John Burke-Gaffney

Dr.

Sharon MacDonald

larbara Bowes

Roy White
Patricia Moore
Dr. Mark Novak
Dr. Betty Havens

Dorothy Hardy
Diana Wieruki

Dr. Phyllis Fleming

br.

EXPIRATION

Ramesh K. Shukla

Mark McGuire

R3H 0G2
brint the following information:
e e
(81 NI'I\N‘{“_ e e
ADDRESS
CITY PROVINCE
COUNTRY, C00E

TELEPHONE ( )

TOTAL ENCLOSED $

SIGNATURE

Cheque payable to Inland Audio Visual Rentals

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ORDER



CHLA
UPDATE

News from the CELA Task Force on Hospital Standards.

Following the discussions held at the annual meeting in Halifax
last June, the Task Force met immediately after that meeting,
and again in November 1988. We are reasonably happy with the
Draft Standards now, although there will always be room for
improvement, and there will probably be library staff who will
feel unhappy about some phrasing here and there. We are now
struggling with the background documents which will accompany
the standards, in particular, attempting to design a system

of categorizing hospitals, so that library workload may be re-
lated to something tangible. We carefully studied the responses
to the questionaire sent out to CHLA hospital library members.
and telt that more information was needed relative to ambulatory
services provided by hospitals, and also greater definition of
-categories of library staff. Consequently, we will be asking
members for additional information in these areas.

The Task Force will meet again next March, when we hope to be
able to pull together all the loose ends in preparation for one
final ""Bash at it" at the annual meeting in Ottawa. If anyone
has any strong feelings about hospital categories, please advance
them in very good time for a March meeting.

Kathy Eagletoni

Library Services

Brandon General Hospital

150 McTavish Avenue East

Brandon, Man

R7A 2B3
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ST. BONIFACE GENERAL HOSPITAT,
NURSING LIBRARY

We are please to announce that Charley Pennpell will join our staff March 1,
1989. Charley moved to Winnipeag from Pennsylvania, where he was Head of
Cataloguing & Bibliographic Control at Villanova University. He received his
MLS from the University of Toronto. :

In February, 1989, the Helene Fuld Library will be instituted at St. Boniface
General Hospital. This event will coincide with the integration of interactive
video technology into our nursing education. This progress has been made possible
throuah the ongoing assistance of the Helene Fuld Health Trust.

Since 1935 the trust has supported a broad range of projects in over 300 schools
of nursing across North America and overseas — $50 million in grants have been
awarded.- -

The Schools of Nursing at St. Boniface General Hospital have benefited from
the support of the Helene Fuld Health Trust since 1976.  The schools have
received approximately $310,000, largely in support of the Nursing Library,
audiovisual department and nursing arts laboratories. In recognition of this
ongoing support, St. Boniface General Hospital has invited Alan Trench, Vice
President of Marine Midland Bank and Chairman of the Helene Fuld Health Grant
Funds Committee, to visit the Schools of Nursing at St. Boniface General
Hospital and to rename the Nursing Library - THE HELENE FULD LIBRARY.

Recently the trust has created the Fuld Institute to support and facilitate
the integration of technology in nursing education. Forty-six schools have
been selected to become interactive video demonstration centres. Under this
special half million dollar project funded bv the Helene Fuld Health Trust,
46 schools will receive one or two interactive video systems. The selected
schools will participate for three years in data collection and research into
effectiveness of the technoloay and how best to use it. St. Boniface General

- Hospital Schools of Nursing have been selected to participate in this project
and will be receiving two interactive video svstems in January, 1989.

Interactive video joins a video disc player to a computer to form a powerful
educational tool. Material in video format is presented to the learner who

is queried at each step as to their somprehension of the material. The computer
analyzes each response and chonses the next appropriate video sequence to be
presented. This techinque ensures that this manrer the learner is quided through
a lesson, module, clinical procedure, etc. It is the mating of the computer's
analytical capabilities with the video disc's imagery displav that makes inter-
active video so powerful.

We are excited about becoming part of this demonstration project and proud to
join the Helene Fuld Health Trust team in exploring how interactive video will
affect the future of nursing education.



SEVEN OAKS GENERAL HOSPITAT,

Arthur had a suprise visitor to his librarv in the person of Mrs. Lily Schreyer.
Mrs. Schreyer was at the Hospital as a Guest Speaker at the Seven Oaks Hospital
Foundation Annual Dinner in October, 198%. Arthur also sent us the following

reveiw.

seneral Practitioner's Sourcebook:The Physician's Dir
ooc1a1 and :fedical Suopport Services in Janada.edited
Don #ills,ON.:30outham Communications Limitec,1958

As indicated by :the subtitle,this volume is ed L0 cociors,pur-
pOTElH” to oave them time and helping them extsnd r guelity oI care.
This reviewer's copy was received as a 'freebie" n oour Hedical ZLdmin-
istration D:“artn ent. HMainly useful for looking up addresses ang telepnone
numbers requDSpeu by moalcal ,Ursing and administrative staff,the =menual
1s guite up-to-date and may pe used in conjunciion witn soth the Zsnadian

Hospital Direc cory and tne Canadian Hedical Zirectory.

Inere are the usual amount of oages devoted to advertising,sut this
is not excessive and does .ot detract from the aypearance of the puslication.
The sourcesbook is divided into six sec ions,eacn being given a handy "tab. "
However,there is a0 genersl indsx,waicn is & major drawosack to fincing
wnlcn sectiion contains tne name oI Tthne grois you are < icu have to
50 through all six sections ,sometimes, until you tecome more {eamiliisr

witn the genersl layout.

One zood feature is that tnere i1s an attempt to put tozether in
one volume the names,addresses anc tzlephone numbers of C&nadLan zovern-
ment depaxtments included in,say, tze Canadian Almenac and ‘1r°cb3r7 n
the same nancdoook as nealth care related agen 5 and suonller ressurces
(that migat e fouand in the Canadian Hospital FECTOTY ).
are attempts to include mnany provincial associations and
such as might be listed is the Manial "of Social Services

One section deals with legal issues. Ancther list
and governing bodies. A ""speed index" done by subject en
fany diseases,listing zroups associatcd witp tn aisora

The book may be purchased for 3 200U
this sort of material. If you «now a would
nis/aer Copy to taz libvrary,this is a renc
alreacy nave any or all oy tue otnsr 5 r
you can el zlong without tnis oooca.

Reviewed oy Arthur Short,
Liorary Technician,
seven QJaxs General Hospitel Library,
saucational Services Jesvartment.




BRANDON GENERAL HOSPITAL

I was in England in September, speaking at the annual conference
of the Library Association Medical, Health & Welfare Libraries
Group in Guildford. The conference was held at the University
of Surrey, where we stayed in a rather spartan residence.
Attendance was over 300, with many exhibits. The conference
theme was 'Enhancing access to information', and my topic was
"Consumer health information in a Canadian Hospital Library*®.
There was great interest sﬁown in the theme, and in the topic.

I tried to summarize the history of the consumer health care
information services as developed in North America, through the
MLA and the CHLA, and added how we had done things at BGH during
the past two years.

Kathy Eagleton had the following article published:
Quality assurance in Canadian hospital libraries : the challenge of the eighties /
by Kathy Eagleton. — Health Libraries Review (1988, 5, (Sept) :145-159)

If you would like to see this article, it is available from Arthur Short at the

Seven Oaks General Hospital
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Greater Winnipeg Cablevision Limited

Greater Winnipeg Cablevision is a non-commercial community

television channel available free of charge to groups and
individuals within wlnnlpeg

Anyone with an idea or a topic they would like video taped for
airing on the community channel should call the programmlng
department to discuss the possibilities.

At present a health related video tape library is not maintained.
Programs are erased after they are aired.

For more information about community television contact Greater
Winnipeg Cablevision Limited 667-4610.

WINNIPEG VIDEON INIORPORATED

-

Videon cable T.V. serves Winnipec T.V. viewers west of the
Red River.

Over the past 6 years, VSP Cable Channel 7 has presented
Winnipegers with a television series which provides its
viewers with an opportunity to gain a greater awareness of
the social, physical, environmentai, emotional and cultural
factors which contribute to a state of well-being.

"Health & Wellness" provides information in an entertaining
fashion which enables individuals te make a positive choice
in health care and lifestyle.

Regular cablecast times are: Tuesdays at 9:00 p.m. .

Replayed Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. and Sundays at 9:00 p.m.
nightly at 12:30 a.m.

and
Some of the nearly 200 programs produced in the past series
have included: schizophrenia, Aids, Patient's Rights,
Second Hand Smoke, Marriage Breakdown, Alzheimers, Suicide,
Drug Use and The Elderly, etc., etc. (see enclosed listing).

Videon Special Programming provides dubbing free-of- —-charge
to participants and charges a minimal fee to non-

participants for copies of their material for educational
purposes.

For more information, contact:

Richard Edwards
Program Manager

" Winnipeg Videon Incorporated
651 Stafford Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3M 2X7
Telephone: 475-9170



PASSAGES

MARNITOBA LUNG ASSOCIATION

A division of the Sanatorium Board of Manitoba

The Christmas Seal P‘eople

October 13th, 1988

The Manitoba Health Libraries Associztion
Box 232 '

Winnipeg, Manitoba

R3M 357

Dear Sirs:

I wish to advise that, as a result of an organizational review,
the Manitoba Lung Association's library service has been discontinued
and we no longer employ a librarian.

It would be appreciated if vou would delete both the Manitoba
Lung Association and Mrs. Helen Wheeler from your mailing list.

4
Sincere}y, :
. 7 g
L o0
4 t "
' R.F. Marks, C.A.

Executive Director

RFM/jal



Do you sometimes wonder what people are sayina? It can often sound like

another language. Here are a few of the ACRONYMS that are tossed about

at MHIA meetings now and then....

CASLIS:

PLS:

SLTT:

MANITOBA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

MANITOBA ASSOCIATION OF LIBRARY TECHNICIANS
MANTTOBA LIBRARY TRUSTFES ASSOCIATION

MANITOBA SCHOOL LIBRARY AUDIOVISUAL, ASSOCIATION
MANITOBA GOVERNMENT LIBRARIES COUNCIL.

CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND INFORMATION SERVICES
(A DIVISION OF CLA)

PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICES [OF MANITORA]

(PRESFN'ILY PART OF MANITOBA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE AND HERITAGE)
MANITOBA HEALTH LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION

STUFF LIKE THAT THERE




BAG...

MANITOBA HEALTH ORGANIZATIONS INCORPORATED

#B00-360 BROADWAY WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R3C 4G6 —~ TELEPHONE (204)942-55931

October 31, 1988

Chief Executive Officer
Member Facilities
Manitoba Health Organizations Inc.

Dear Sir, Madam, Sister:

We are pleased to recognlze your membership with the Manitoba
Health Organizations In by way of the enclosed certificate and

hope vou will display it in a prominent location in your facility
Or association office.

We will continue to do our utmost to meet the needs
Organization and look forward to wo
challenges.

of your
rking with you to meet future

Since

L. L. Desjafdins
Executive Director



ST : i eIl T
Iizmcier ng, Jianmii, Chine 33001
: e 2 AN
rovenzer 20, 1388,

OV ONE B W OB 4 B

Deer Femily and Friends,

A year ago a page wasn't long enough to record the impact of all
the new experiences and impressions., Now we must be careful not to

let famili 1Ly relegaté the unicueness of this country, tTo conmon-

place, ) . ,
Lany things have changed for us this second year., Almost 211
our close friends have left this college: our two Beijing friends
have finished their assignment and returned homne, others are study-
ing in Chicago and Shanohel end Little Hiss Wan who scouted around
Nanchang for us to ferret out soarceijrmm like sugar and salt,

married and moved away. %e are m&lng new and delightful friends,

but miss the ease of last years’ “elablonsh.os. .

China has made many economic strides and there is mush evidence"
of new buildings, fashionable clothing stores and electrical aopllan-

ces; yet there are so many shortages that the ticket system has been

re-instituted, There are shortages of salt suger, soy sauck, gas
for cooking and gesollne for dr’Vlﬂg, and, of course, meat, - Though

Cwe prefer pork, -last Ue,k only beef was available,. . This is t_rrlbly
_ touoh because it is- really water bufallo whlch according to law, '
'may’not be slaughtered untll it is too old and oeoreolt to olow the

fields. heat ratlon is 17Lg. per person per year. : N .
L Thls yvear also, the college has ohanged from a three to a two—

' year program as a drastlc measure to prov1de teachers for the many

schools in the countfysxde vho are still without. It is deéemed better
to have a ooorly trained teacher than none at all. So this year we
have fewer students, but meet them oftener. Bullalng on a year's ex-
perience, I think I'm better at it this year, and rea_ly enjoy teach-
ing, George has the’ second yeers while I have three classes of llrst
years. One class is especially ooteworthy. They failed the entrance
exams of tThis college but were a_lowed to come, providing they pay.
thelr own weay. At first I was told there would be a Tew, but already
there are 32. Thece thOOhtc are hiohly moriyoood ood o S oooure to
teach, but also exhaust1ng.983¥§f& &2 noon that we don't have classes
ve are in the offlce(an empty. Classroon@vuth George and T' sitting at .

r . -

i



:”ﬂ prestlglous one.Marks, not 1ncllnatlon or lnterest are the dec1d1ng
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a desk at either end. Some days George has to move to another class-

toom as 20-30 sturénts for each of us crowd in and stay from 2-4,

Hany of these students are got at all stupid, rather they re-
flect a deplorable education in classrooms that were dark, cold in
vinter and hot in summer, crowded with 30-90 in one room, and taught
by teachers who themselves had only Junior or middle school education
trying to do a job without any teaching aids as we knéw them.

Though the government stresses economlc reform, intellectuels
advocate that educational reform should receive top priority. Teach-
ers have low status and poor pay, which explains why our college,

© being a teacher's training college, receives those students who have

been rejected by all the more prestigious institutions.j

b
Children%s education becomes important very- early. One of the

teacher families here leave their 3 year old son wlth grandparents

during the week because kindergartens in Nanchang are better than

here, while another'regisfered their deughter under a fictitious

name as.that was the only way they could get her lnio a "good" klnd—

'.ergarten. Until the end of middle school, students work Very hard

at their lessons, con51st1ng malnly of memorlzatlon and’ re01t1ng,’

R e

for 51x days a week. Even small chlldren have hours of homework every

‘nlght The goal is to ga::.n entrance into a coblege, preferably a-

factor Once they are vn college, the momentum of the past years staysf
w1th them most of the first year, but gradually reallty exerts its’

fi influence and they slow ‘down perceptlbly Once they are 1n college.
' they are virtually guarenteed a pass and a job for life. This is

commonly referred to as the 1ron-r1ce—bowl Teachers here dep_ore
and ridiocule its" weaknesses, but are +hemselves loath to part w1th

. the security it affords.

Back in Canada changes have been drasfic; Our son Harold i
married Linda Dietrick on May 7th. 4 week later my brother John

- passed awav. Two close frienis hove dioed whils cowamzl atlowc ane

Surugglvng with the _1agnosl§(osﬁhéﬁk 29 Our. social environment will

e be very altered when ve return. C , 7 B -

rd
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Iiay and June were difficult times for ti.e studentis and for us.
Our graduates were told that ©5% would be sent to teach in The
country-side where she living concditions are so deplorable - poor

housing, poor food, no social life, far irom city and fazily -

that some students feel *his is a sentence of death. One proomising
student committed suicide and several others told us they wished
they had the courage to do likewise. DIuring this €ime our instruc-
tion became less an imparting ot skills in oral Bnglish 2nd more

a discussion of what it means to be a teacher. %e helped them to
‘enalyse ehat gives meaning to life and what happens to us vhen wve
serve others. With the present teacher shortage, we were not ‘
eﬂaggerating when vie reminded them that® without them hundreds of

~ children vould never learn to read and write.” Bur greatest rewards
came when some of them, on leaving, assured us they would try to
teach like we do, and when others wrote this fall, recelllng spec-
" ific lessons or ‘statements we had maﬂe. ' -

‘ It was a hot’ summer, beglnnlng with 38C.on May first and ,
culminating in an unprecedented heat wave of 40-42 the first few
weeks in July. Durlng July we attended Nenalng Normal Unlver51ty

- to learn Chlnese._It’SIa long time since we lived in a dormitory.

" The heat wave perSlsted minute visitors kept us comnany in bed,
-constructlon lmmedlately under our w1ndow Droceeded 24 hours a day-
- with frequent specials of unloadlng tricks at ZA.M so it is not
surprizing that we learned less than we had hoped. Ve did, however,
revel in the eompanionShip'of the rest of the CEE group and prized
ppportunities to take the bus down-town just to browse in the shops}
) On August 7th, we met all'of our femiby plus a few friends,
meking a group of 13 Canadians, in Shanghai for our mch planned
hollday; Ve are so very grateful a1l of them managed to arrange

A holldays at the same time, though for some this was not easy. Ve
sav the major points of interest in northern and middle Chlna~

silk factory in Hangzhou, Froldden city in Beijing and cllmed

thne ureat wall, e exploqe@(ﬁgqps£;§1§hongéélng , took a boat up
the Yangfze River and’'saw the recently excavated terracotta warriers
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nesr Vuhan. Ve had foyorable weather umtcil ve came to our college
when our scheduleci day of sauntering through the countryside, was
rained out. Ve stayed while the rest of the group proceeded TO Gue_ng-

zhou andzﬁang g . .iﬁif seE nF%gys tEEpthern E;%fp had
become a real pzhLdl i trib thesaere £4me O 1e commentss

ng phenominal €3 Vpe.r‘z.ence...\'e T ENE IOC oB & Loiily 3 cve Joe

showed great openness and tolerance +toward the new culture ..o ther

was so much fun and lmughter®, "this whole experience has been a new
beginning for the Kroeker family... We are looking forward to the
next time we can be together”, "...a highlight in my life, so much
more than Jjust a vacation". Ve are truly grateful for +his experience,
and for God's grace in granting it to us. - '

Oon our return to the College we soon found our way to church,
 which was Just as crowded as evely though the throng in the courtyard
seemed to :anlude more young people then we had noticed before. On
October 16th it was anmounced there would be 600 baptisms. These
were dlv’ded into three groups of 200 each, with the first group .
in the morning, the second in the afternoon, and the rest the folloy-
ing Sunday. Consis tent with last year 's prac‘tlce, baptism was Dy ‘
sprlnk_llng or immersion, as requesued Of course there is not room
for another 600 in church that is already overcrowded Ve have been
told that most of these come from the suburbs or countrys:.de, wh:Lch )

means transportation to church is very dlffloult, so uhese people )
" will meet in homess One of my students told me her, grandfather is a
* church worker who speaks in chm:‘ch some. tlmes, but mostly v151ts '
house churchess - : o R oL
o Bhat is most amaz:.ng ‘to us is that thls phenom:Enal growth is
occ,ur:.nrr i thout the Western concept of evangelism:. The vovernmen"d:

"for"blds overt evangelizatlon,' and last year one of the ministers
beceme qu.'Lte engry in hls sermon about some people vho were trying
to talk others into becoming Chrlstlans He saidii" You are brezling o
. the law, furthermore, it is your Job to live Christs . If you do this
well, J.:f Christ is ev:.oent in all you say and do, then it becomes
poss:Lble “for the Holy Spirit to change oeoole. _ ¥hen you, yourself,
try to chanve oeople, you are uswrping +he role of the Holy Spirit. "
It seems ‘to us, we need to take a thoughtful look at the Chinese )
‘church, for. surely a very powerful form of evangelism must be at

WOT‘ 2 e ~Ajian Fha et o oo Darhanca -.-1- ie +9rma 112 +rm beoame

less frantic in our effort, B %I?‘d*’le%fﬁ%d to be stlll pefore God

- . 3 . ':

. .
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By the time you get this letter you will D2 Inee Ceep in
snow and it will be time for Christmes. Ve wish To tThear it you

21l for the wonderful support you are giving us with your letters
and assurance of prayers - they truly keep us going., Ve had no
idea there were so many excellent letter wifters in our families
and among cur friends. Through your letters we have glimpsed as-
pects of vour personzlities we never knew of, but now value., e
are truly greceiul,

In his book, Lilies of the Field, Wang ¥eifsn writes:" Christ,

+the saviour of =mankiné humeniind, is the great light which shines
upon all peoples. But the very first to be called to worship the
holy infant were the wise men from the East., " As you weatch
nativity scenes this Christmas, please'femember the church in .
China. ‘

We wish you peace, Jjoy, the warmth of family and friends
around you, this Christmas.

Love,

e

980838210
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