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MHLA-MHO CONFERENCE GREAT SUCCESS

Tuesday, October 30, MHLA met at the Winnipeg Convention Centre for the
ilth Manitoba Health Conference, sponsored by Manitoba Health Organizations.
The conference theme was'"Shared Services Meet the Challenge of Fiscal Restraint:
Health Library Consortia and Metworking in Manitoba'. Beatrix Robinow, Health
Sciences Librarian from McMaster University shared some her experiences in
networking in the Hamilton-Wentworth area. This was followed by a panel
discussion of consortia at the local and provincial levels in Manitoba. Members _
of the panel which was moderated by Barbara Henwood, were Mrs. Robinow,
Audrey Kerr, University of Manitoba Medical Library, Richard Paterson,
Administrative Assistant, Vice-President - Medical, Health Sciences Centre,
Renata Kroeker, Library Consultant, and Mrs, Judy Roik, Meadow Manor Personal Care
Home., A lively discussion took place, but unfortunately our time was limited
and few questions were fielded from the audience.

Ihe afternoon session's theme was "Professional effectiveness through
personal development: Communication skills" which was led by J. Robert Gaul,
Communications Consultant. With a standing room only group everyone
participated in this thought provoking session.
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The attendance at both sessions was very encouraging. Morning session - 35
and Afternoon session - 47.
The following is the evaluation of the conference from those in attendance:
Library - returned evaluations - 12
Excellent Very Good Good Fair Poor
A. Speakers Presentation: o4 3 1 0 0
B. Moderator/Chairman: < 5 = 0 0
C. Panelists (if _any): 5 3 0 0 0
D. Appropriateness of Session: 5 3 3 0 0
E. Consistency of General Theme: 3 5 1 0 o
F. Educational Value Gained: 4 5 : 2 0 0
G. Direct Application of Knowledge
Gained: 3 g . 2 0 0
H. Opportunities for Registrants - 1 1 1 6 L 0
Participation:
Enst Pontuves Worst feature: f
- panel discussion - 3 - crowded room - 4
« Bob Gaul - 2 - difficult to hear moderator at back of room - 1
- jpteraction - 2 - session too short = 2
\ - excellent knowledge - 1
A

- good planningy = 1
- expertise of Mis. Robinow -






Mrs. Marjorie (Madge) McFee, Medical Library, University of Manitoba,
retired November 30, 1979 after 14 years of service. Madge worked in the
Elizabeth Dafoe Library prior to assuming her position as Circulation
Supervisor in the Medical Library in 1969.
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A NEW AND USEFUL DICTIONARY

1f you have $22.60 to spend and would like to acquire a new dictionary
for your library consider Melloni's Illustrated Medical Dictionary. The
preface of this new publication states that it ",..was developed
especially for students of the health gsciences.....it will also be useful
as a reference book for the general public interested in a brief and 'to the
point' explanation of medical terms."

The definitions are straightforward and printed in readable type.
Excellent, well-labeled illustrations appear on every page. Although not
a replacement for Dorland's or Steadman's dictionaries this publication would
be a useful adjunct to a health library collection.

1. Dox, B.J. Melloni, G.M, Eisner. Melloni's Illustrated Medical
Dictionary. Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins, 1979.
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SELECTED BOOKS & JOURNALS FOR MANITOBA HEALTH CARE FACILITIES

As of December &4, 1979, M.H.L.A. has distributed the following ""Selected
Books....":

Sales to Date 64 (64 X $5.00 = $320. )
Gifts 23
Total 87
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THANK YOU JOYCE WOODS

Thanks to the willingness of Joyce Woods from the Tri-Lake Health Centre, acting
as distributor, a number of duplicate books and journals have been made
available to rural hospitals in south west Manitoba from the Brandon General
Hospital collection. Joyce is using the Directors of Nursing group as a vehicle for
distribution. This involved a considerable amount of her time and muscle to

achieve.
--- Kathy Eagleton



CANCER L1BRARY MNEWS

Earlier this year at an MHLA meeting we had the opportunity of hearing a
guest speaker from McMaster University explaining her work as a Clinical
Librarian, I was intrigued to discover that some her duties in this new area
of librarianship have actually been part of my own work here. Several years ago
1 was asked to sit in on a weekly Head and Neck Clinic where difficult cases were:
seen and discussed. The idea was that I would be advised in advance of the cases
to be presented, and would then have available during the discussion of each case
any review articles dealing with prognosis on the basis of varying treatment
protocols. Over the years a considerable file of literature has been built up,
upon which we constantly draw.

Consideration was given to accompanying this same group on Ward Rounds,
listening to the discussions and then searching the literature for pertinent
articles. However, because of pressure of other duties I have not as yet been
able to follow up on this,

In another area, but which seems also to be within the confines of this new
role of clinical librarianship, there has been a growing need for patients to have
access to information about their disease and in a form which they can understand.
Doctors may be so busy that they either neglect or are not aware of the need to
cover many of the questions which arise in the mind of the patient. Sometimes the
individual just wishes to be better informed. In any case, every now and then a patient
soprears in the library asking for information on a particular type of cancer.
Since most our books are written for the professional, the lay person is left
floundering in a sea of unintelligible words. This is where the Patient Information

Library made its debut,

Having obtained approval from the Foundation 1 approached the Board of the
Manitoba Division of the Canadian Cancer Society who agreed to fund the project
with monies donated to them by the British Wives' Club of Winnipeg. This new
venture got off the ground a few months ago and the small grouping of books is
maninained in a lounge area easily accessible to patients and their families.

The Patient Information Library has been pattemed after a similar pilét
project in British Columbia, where the screening of the material was carried out by
medical staff. It includes books written by cancer patients, others written for
patients and their families, describing the nature of cancer and types of treatment
available; nutrition and diet (with recipes) while undergoing treatment; problems
and emotional factors confronting them; and still others on counselling and spiritual
support. Holdings are small at present but these will be increased as suitable
titles come to hand, and it is planned to obtain more copies of those books which
are most frequently read. The response has been quite remarkable, and more than

encouraging.

Isobel Steedman, Librarian
Manitoba Cancer Foundation
700 Bannatyne Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3E 0V9
Phone: 787-2136









